
 Page 20 of 20 

Of course Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had 
acted in this world.  All through the Old Testament there are 
accounts of how God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened 
them.  But now, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, he 
could INDWELL them.   From now on, every Christian could have 
the confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Bible reading  
Suggested that we continue to read Mark’s gospel and the next 3 
chapters, that is chapters 10-12. 
 
Prayer points 

·  Those taking part in the confirmation classes 
·  Our new Church Wardens 
·  The Mix fun festival  
·  Wedding preparation classes 

 
 

Contact information 
����
The Partnership office is open on Monday through Friday 1:30pm-
3:30pm. The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is: 

��������	
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The address for correspondence is: 
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre, 
SWINDON, SN5 5PY. 
 
For items for the next edition of Partnership news please 
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no later th an 27th May. 
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Getting Sorted!  
 
Over the past few weeks we have had lots of men working in the 
garden of the Vicarage. Right now there is not a lot to show for it, 
and some parts of the lawn look a mess. But in a few weeks fresh 
grass will have grown and it will all look fine. 
The reason for having the work done has got me thinking, a 
“dangerous thing” for a preacher to do! 
Some of the men have been working to fix our septic tank. Not a 
pleasant subject for a magazine article I admit but I am very glad 
that it’s on its way to being sorted. The problem was that all the 
stuff that went into the tank was not seeping away properly 
because of several breakages and blockages in the pipe work. To 
enable the work to go ahead a big tanker had to come along and 
empty the tank. 
In a way that’s a bit like the sin in our lives. Unless someone takes 
it away it builds up. Confession and forgiveness is God’s solution 
for the building up of sin in our lives. Septic Tanks are not 
pleasant when they overflow, but then nor are we when we fail to 
deal with the sin in our lives. Many Churches are now 
rediscovering the spiritual benefits of real confession. Often this is 
in the context of speaking to a “trusted other”, or being in a prayer 
triplet where you can share things on your heart. However you do 
it, put simply its good to unload to someone the things in our lives 
that we would rather be rid of, but clearly we need wisdom in how 
we do this. Willows and Harnhill both provide people you can talk 
to. 
The other work that has been going on at our home is the building 
of new storm drains to take away the water coming off the roof. 
This is a much nicer subject, already they are working and instead 
of the water lying in big puddles (The old drains had broken) the 
water is now running off happily into the pond. 
Jesus said in John’s gospel that “Whoever believes in me, as 
scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them. 
By this he meant the Spirit whom those who believe in him were 
later to receive.”  
In the Christian life we are invited not to just “stop doing bad 
things” but to actively seek to fill our lives with good things. In a 
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May 31    Pentecost 
 
Pentecost was the old Jewish festival of Firstfruits, which took 
place at the beginning of the wheat harvest.  It was exactly 50 
days after the Passover, the time of Jesus’ crucifixion.  
 
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not 
sound exactly world-changing, but that year, it became one of the 
most important days in world history.  For Pentecost was the day 
that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born. 
 
Jesus had told his apostles that something big was going to 
happen, and that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of 
returning to Galilee.   Jesus had plans for his apostles – but he 
knew they could not do the work themselves – they would need 
his help. 
 
And so the apostles and disciples waited in Jerusalem, praying 
together for several days. And then on that fateful morning there 
was suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind.  Tongues of 
flame flickered on their heads, and they began to praise God in 
many tongues – to the astonishment of those who heard them. 
The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically reversed 
that morning.      
 
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the apostles and 
disciples of  Jesus: and the Church was born.  The Christians 
were suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their 
former fearful selves.  The change in them was permanent. 
 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian church that 
morning:  proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah.  His boldness in 
the face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man who 
had denied Jesus 50 days before.   And 3,000 people responded, 
were converted, and were baptised.  How’s that for fast church 
growth! 
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networks in each of the MILE categories, across the spectrum of 
evangelicalism.  The DVD-based course, designed for small 
groups, aims to inspire grassroots church members and give them 
the means to make a difference at home, church or work.  

Each course session involves Scripture, deciphered in the home 
group and by theological experts, including Bishop of Durham 
Tom Wright, Elaine Storkey and Tim Keller, to provide the 
rationale for engaging in each of the four areas. There are also 
stories about Christians having an impact on their communities 
around the UK and input from well-known practitioners - Shane 
Claiborne, Jim Wallis, Mark Greene and J John - to motivate the 
users to action.  

“I’m always excited when I hear that people are getting together in 
local churches to talk about how they can make a difference in the 
wider community,” said Bishop Wright.  “This particular project is 
straightforward enough to be easily comprehensible but has 
enough depth to take people from where they are and go 
somewhere quite a good deal further. It will be an excellent 
resource for the local church and the local community to be God’s 
people in tomorrow’s world. I’m very happy to commend this 
whole project and to take part in it.” 

The course is complemented by a personal journal that 
participants can use in their own time. Its chapters follow the MILE 
pattern and allow individuals to reflect on what God might be 
calling them to do in their communities.   “We are called as 
followers of Christ to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly,” said 
Mr Hughes. “By getting involved with Square Mile, we can begin 
to live out that call effectively.”  For more information please visit 
the Square Mile website at www.eauk.org/squaremile    
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way what has been happening in our garden is work to allow the 
“foul water” to seep away, and work to allow “clean water” to flow 
properly. It is the same in our lives. I need the grace and mercy of 
God, and I am reminded at this time of the year that it is the Holy 
Spirit who is the one that wants to come and fill me, and all he 
asks is that he fills a “Clean vessel”. As Pentecost approaches 
lets use the time to bow before God and ask his Holy Spirit to fill 
us afresh. 
On Pentecost Sunday there is going to be a joint service for all 5 
Churches at Toothill on Sunday Morning, it should be a great time 
for celebration. 
If you still have energy in the evening do join us, if you are free to 
do so,  at All Saints Lydiard Millicent, for an “Awesome service of 
Pentecost Praise” at 6.30 pm when we are going to try and “light 
the flame” outside in the Graveyard,(all health and safety 
regulations being followed!) 

Tudor Roberts 
 
 

 “The MIX” Community Festival at Shaw 
SAT 16TH MAY 11.00 am – 8.00 pm 
www.ourmix.info  
 
Thank you to those who have offered help and equipment for the 
festival already.  We still need: 

·  People (over 18) to act as stewards on the day – helping to 
set up/set down or supervise activities (2 hour slots 
available)  

·  People (over 16) to help in the Café (indoors)  
·  First Aiders – anyone with up to date first aid at work 

training to join our team  
·  Second hand clean clothes & accessories for the Fashion 

Recycle workshop  
·  Gazebo’s & small tents to borrow  

 
Please contact Claire as soon as possible. 
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Dates for your diary 
 

Lunch Bunch 
Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from 

12 noon 
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY 

May 12th 
June 9th 

�
�

Partnership Walk 
"This year's walk will be around the magnificent Bluebells of West 
Woods near Marlborough.  We will meet on Saturday 9th May at 
10-10.15 on the road outside Marlborough Leisure Centre (on the 
A4 heading towards 
Devizes) then walk up over the downs to West Woods.  Once in 
the woods we will meander our way to Lockeridge Dene for a 
picnic lunch before heading back to Marlborough along the 
Kennett Valley. 
The walk is about 4.5 miles in the morning and 3 miles in the 
afternoon. For those who are unable to meet us for the walk 
across the downs can meet us at the car park at the entrance to 
West Woods for the bluebell bit of the walk at about 11.30 -
12.00(ish). 
Further details including the route on Google Earth can be found 
Westlea website at http://we.wswinlyd.org.uk/whatson-news.html 
or contact Pete Gilder. 

 
 
 

Not so bad 
Sam had a shop in a small town.   One day it caught fire, and burned 
down.  His neighbours came to console him.  “Did you lose much?”  
they asked anxiously. 
“Not as much as I might have,” came the laconic reply.  “I’d just marked 
most of my stock down by 20 per cent.” 
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I am a Christian 
 
Christianity is constantly being challenged and our faith 
marginalised in society. There is a trend towards clamping down 
on the public expression of our faith. 
 
The National Secular Society has encouraged 100,000 people to 
sign a certificate to "debaptise" themselves. It is part of a 
campaign to allow people to revoke their baptisms. 
 
Therefore we are asking... are there 100,000 people who are 
prepared to publicly stand up and declare that they are 
Christians? 
 
We are launching the "I am a Christian Campaign" and are asking 
you, if you are a Christian, to publicly affirm your faith by signing 
our declaration. 
 
As the National Secular Society's certificate is signed in growing 
numbers, we want to affirm our faith in Jesus Christ and 
encourage Christians to say "I am a Christian". 
 
<http://email.premier.org.uk/_act/link.php?mId=A8194467626729
746421636393512&tId=7856519>  
 
Evangelical Alliance launches new Mission Initiativ e 
 

Square Mile was launched at the Alliance’s Council meeting on 5 
March, with a keynote talk given by Tearfund’s Integral Mission 
Director David Westlake, and worship led by Tim Hughes, worship 
director at Holy Trinity Brompton. It aims to help and inspire 
Christians to see the whole of their lives as mission and focuses 
on four areas: Mercy, Influence, Life discipleship and Evangelism.  
“Square Mile is a powerful resource to equip the whole church 
and take the whole gospel to the whole world,” said Mr Westlake.  

The initiative includes a website and a small group course. The 
website acts as a hub, profiling mission resources, stories and 
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Partnership Council  

I do know if you noticed but our new Constitution signed at the 
end of March changed a few things. 
We have a new name “West Swindon and the Lydiards church 
partnership” and we have changed the name of the ECC to simply 
be “Partnership Council”. 
We truly do have a new Partnership council since many of the 
members are new and we spent our first meeting acquainting all 
the members with their responsibilities. AS Chris wished to step 
down from chair due to work commitments, I have now taken 
over. Lesley Franklin is now vice chair. 
The main role of the council is to keep the Partnership moving 
forward, and to act as trustees of the Partnership particularly to 
deal with legal and organisational matters. 

Dick Gray 
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Churches in Partnership in West Swindon 

Over 30 years ago when Shaw Ridge was still an open space, 
and Peatmoor a collection of fields, some of our Christian 
churches had a vision. Knowing the plans for West Swindon to 
grow in size they believed that Anglicans, Methodist, Baptist and 
URC members should work closely together as a witness to their 
unity in Christ and to effectively serve their neighbourhoods as a 
single parish. The Partnership of West Swindon and the Lydiards 
was born with five churches – Toothill Church, St Mary’s 
Lydiard Tregoze, All Saints Lydiard Millicent, Holy  Trinity 
Shaw, and Westlea   - committed to working together as one 
body. Members and ministers of each of these churches have 
come and gone but the call to unity and service remains. 
On the last Sunday in March the same churches met together for 
a joint service where they covenanted to work together and 
support one another in mission. A new constitution reflecting ways 
of working within all the churches was signed by representatives 
of all four denominations and each of the churches.  
The service at Holy Trinity Shaw was a joyful occasion attended 
by around 160 adults and children. Contributions from church 
members included some who have been part of the Partnership 
from its early days, as well as its youngest members who helped 
bake and share bread together. Everyone promised to ‘BE the 
people of God and EXTEND the kingdom of God throughout West 
Swindon and the Lydiards.’ All five churches in the Partnership 
are unique and continue to explore unique ways of worshipping 
together and serving the West Swindon community. 
Holy Trinity Shaw will be the centre of the next joint event – a 
community Festival on May 16th run by local young people.      
 
 
Best software yet 
 
At last, the perfect computer.  You just type in your problems – and they 
never come out again. 
 

 Page 15 of 20 

Pray for schools 
Tuesday 5 th May 6.30pm-8.30pm 
Gateway Church Trinity Centre, Stonehill Green, 
Westlea. 
�
A really exciting opportunity to join with others across the town in 
supporting Christian students and staff in our schools. An evening 

of prayer, interviews and networking.  
 

Light refreshments will be served from 6.30pm with presentation 
from 7pm followed by opportunities to pray individually or as part 

of small groups. 
 

Pray for Schools is an exciting new initiative, encouraging 
Christians to hold events that will increase prayer for schools in 

their area. The heart of this vision is to make ‘every school a 
prayed for school’ and is a joint venture between CARE, Youth 

for Christ, Scripture Union, New Generation, Churches Together 
in England. 

 
Run in association with Hope Swindon, local Christian Schools 
workers & Swindon YFC.   
For more information contact 01793 829795 office@syfc.org.uk 

 
Greenbelt 

28—31 Aug 2009 
Cheltenham Racecourse 
Have you booked your tickets yet? Great worship, fantastic music 
and challenging talks. 
Details: http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/ or talk to Patricia Roberts. 
 

New Wine 
2-8 August 2009  

Royal Bath and West Showground, Somerset  
Details: http://www.new-wine.org/ If you want to go with someone 
Anne & Dave Carter, Ed and Mary Poole are going and Claire 
Camm is taking some young people. 
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21st – 23rd May - "The Immanuel Dramatic Society  is presenting 
'PANIC STATIONS', a farce by Derek Benfield in the Immanuel 
Church Hall, Upham Road, on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 21 
- 23 May, starting at 7.30 p.m.  Tickets cost £6, or £5 
concessions.  For tickets please phone the box office on 531710. 
 
HIGHWORTH METHODIST CHURCH 
SATURDAY 2 MAY – 7.30 
All welcome ‘Power Point Presentation on- 
The Origin of Beauty 
By Prof Stuart Burgess  
 
The natural world contains many examples of awesome beauty. 
Can that beauty be the result of chance accident? Or is  that 
beauty the result of the planning of a Creator? This lecture will 
consider the beauty of bird feathers and bird son. Topics covered 
will include – 

- Definition of added beauty 
- The beauty and structure of peacock feathers 
- The theory of sexual selection 
- Blackbird song 
-  Bird duets and quartets 

 
A credible and non extreme look at some of the evidences for 
Biblical creation, followed by questions and answers. 
 
 
 

HHooww  ccaann  GGoodd  aall llooww  ssuuff ffeerr iinngg??  
Gerard Chrispin 
Highworth Methodist Church,  
7:00 Saturday 16 May. 
A helpful and challenging talk followed by question and answer 
session. All are welcome. 
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21st  May  Ascension Day  
Forty Days with the Risen Christ 
 
May continues the season of Eastertide, and 40 days after Easter 
comes Ascension Day.   
 
It may seem crazy to call it Eastertide when Easter is clearly over! 
- but these are the 40 days during which the Risen Christ 
appeared again and again to his disciples, following his death and 
resurrection.   
 
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during 
those forty days.  Jesus was seen by numerous disciples: on the 
road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc.  He 
strengthened and encouraged his disciples, and at last opened 
their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the 
Messiah. Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent him, he 
was now going to send them - to all corners of the earth, as his 
witnesses. 
 

 
Realising the Potential of Churches and Faith 

Buildings 
The Government and the Church of England have published 
Churches and Faith Buildings: Realising the Potential to help 
churches and other and faith groups find resources to make their 
buildings more sustainable by enhancing the facilities and 
services they offer to local communities.   

Launching the report, Culture Secretary Andy Burnham said: 
“Churches and other places of worship are at the heart of 
neighbourhoods.  They are the local landmarks by which we 
navigate and they often represent the best of our heritage. At the 
same time, both the buildings and the people that frequent them 
are so often active in enhancing the lives of many people, offering 
services to meet the needs of the local community.  This excellent 
paper brings together two important things - the bricks and mortar 
of much-loved buildings, and the benefits they bring as resources 
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for the wider community. Put them together and we are helping 
these buildings to meet the challenges of the future.” 

Sadiq Khan, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Community Cohesion in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government, said: “I welcome the faith buildings paper - it 
will give faith groups support to develop their buildings for wider 
public use, and offer them and other community groups increased 
opportunities to come together in shared public spaces.  Faith 
buildings of all kinds are a really important local resource and 
should be made the most of, which is why the guidance will 
identify a range of funding and other resources available to faith 
groups to enable them to improve and modify their buildings for 
wider community use and for a range of different purposes.  I 
know the information in the guidance will be useful and I am sure 
we will see an increase in the number of faith buildings being 
used to bring people together, forming strong community links and 
helping to deliver the services local people need." 

Across the country, churches and other faith groups are looking at 
what more their buildings can bring to local communities.  Faith 
buildings are more likely to be better maintained and adapted for 
community use when they are well used.  At the same time, 
churches and other faith groups are ideally placed in every 
community to provide facilities, services and a positive and stable 
presence. 

The paper confirms the position of churches and faith groups as 
significant contributors to society as part of the third sector. It 
proposes a range of actions to help faith groups engage 
effectively in local and regional agendas, it outlines some 
resources that might help to make church and faith buildings more 
user-friendly as part of wider community activities, and it proposes 
ways in which providers of funding and policy makers might better 
understand what faith groups bring to community.  PDF and Word 
versions are downloadable from the CTE website.   
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CONCERT at BATH ROAD 
METHODIST CHURCH, SWINDON 

on Saturday, 16 th May, 2009 
at 7.30 pm 

Tickets £5.00 (or children & YP 
£2.50) 

or any choir member 
 

Proceeds in aid of the local NSPCC and 
Methodist Relief & Development Fund 

 
 

 
Christian Aid Week is from 9th-16th May  
10th May: Is your church giving life?  asks Christian Aid, who want 
you to join 22,000 churches in May to help keep hope alive in 
poor communities across the world.    
The theme is ‘Giving Lifeblood’ and the country in focus is the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, in Central Africa.  Material 
available now includes posters, individual prayer cards, free 
DVDs, envelopes and collecting boxes, all from the local 
secretary, Helen Thomas  
 
A new free banner, ‘CHRISTIAN AID WEEK’ size 6ft.by2ft.and 
waterproof, is available to hang outside churches or in any other 
suitable location.  If you can help publicise the Week in this way, 
please contact Helen as above.  The churches of north Swindon 
will collect at the North Swindon Orbital Centre on Saturday May 
9th from 10am to 4pm.  Offers of help for an hour or more will be 
gratefully received by Rev. Mike Haslam  
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Other Local Events 
 
4th – 31st May FLAME FM  
Community radio with a Christian Flavour,  
broadcasting on 87.7fm, 24 hours a day for 28 days.   
Also available on the web http://www.flamefm.co.uk/ 
 

 
 

FIRST AID TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 
 
Saturday 13th June 2009 
9:30am - 4:30pm (bring your own lunch) 
Emergency Aid Training including a section focused on 
emergency aid for children. 
Training provided by Swindon Borough Council 
Venue - Upper Stratton Baptist Church, Swindon. 
12 places. 
£40 per person 
Chris Priddy, Upper Stratton Baptist Church, Youth 
and Children's Minister  

 
 

Swindon Inter Faith Group   
What is Health?   

Wednesday 27 th May 2009 7.30 p.m. 
A Workshop on Faith and Health introduced by  Mike Fisher 
Director of The Willows counselling organisation at The Pilgrim 
Centre, Regent Circus, Swindon 
All welcome 
Further information: Margaret Griffiths  
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The Bible for health 
 
Do you eat healthily, with a good mixture of carbs for strength and 
energy, protein for growth and vitamins to keep disease away? 
 
A healthy body is really important, but Deuteronomy 8:3 tells us 
that ‘people do not live on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord’. 
 
So where do you get the nutrition you need from God’s word? 
Strength and energy are crucial if we’re to keep on living the 
Christian life day after day, year after year. The letter to the 
Hebrews says, ‘Let us run with perseverance the race marked out 
for us’ (12:1), and Paul says, ‘I press on towards the goal to win 
the prize’ (Philippians 3:14). Reading the many stories of people 
in the Bible who loved God and gave up everything to serve him, 
from Abraham through to Jesus and his followers, strengthens us 
to keep pressing on in our faith. 
 
We need to keep growing, too. Peter urges us, ‘Make every effort 
to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and 
to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and 
to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; 
and to mutual affection, love’ (2 Peter 1:5–7). Does that sound like 
a tall order? Well, reading the Bible regularly can help us add a 
little bit of growth each day. 
 
What if we fall ill? Fear, worry, resentment, pride and greed can 
all take hold of us and weaken our ability to live for God. ‘All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness,’ says 2 Timothy 3:16. 
The Bible shows us where we’re going wrong, so that we can put 
it right and ward off the ‘heart disease’ that harms our spiritual 
lives. 
 
Do you need more nourishment, to live a healthy spiritual life? 
Then take a helping of the Bible every day! 
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Church Services in the Partnership  

 
All Saints, Lydiard Millicent ����

Date Time Form 
3rd May 8:00am Communion 
 10:30am Morning Service 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
10th May 8:00am Communion 
 10:30am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
17th May 8:00am Communion 

 10:30am All age worship 
 6:30pm Evening communion 
24th May 8:00am Communion  
 10:30am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
31st May 8:00am Communion  
 10:30am Joint service @ Toothill 
 6:30pm Pentecost Praise 
There is also daily worship at 9am each weekday. 
 

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 
Date Time Form 
3rd May 10:00am Morning service  
 6:30pm Communion 
10th May  10:00am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
17th May 10:00am  Family service 

 6:30pm Communion 
21st May 7:30pm Ascension day service 
24th May 10:00am Communion 
 6:30pm Songs of Praise 
31st May 10:30am Joint service @ Toothill 
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Church Services in the Partnership 
 

Holy Trinity Shaw 
Date Time Form 
3rd May 10:30am Family Service 
10th May 10:30am Morning service 
17th May 10:30am Morning service 
24th May 10:30am Communion 
31st May 10:30am Joint service @ Toothill 

 
 

Toothill 
Date Time Form 
3rd May 10:30am Morning Service 
10th May 10:30am Family Communion 
17th May 10:30am Morning service 
24th May 10:30am Family Service 
31st May 10:30am Joint service @ Toothill 

 
 
 

Westlea 
Date Time Form 
3rd May 10:00am Communion  
10th May 10:00am Family service  
17th May 10:00am Morning Service 
24th May 10:00am Swap Service 
31st May 10:30am Joint service @ Toothill 

 
 
 


