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Bible reading  
 
Suggested that we continue to read Mark’s gospel and the next 3 
chapters, that is chapters 6-9. 
 
Prayer points 

We pray for those who are: 

·  looking for God 
·  trying to ignore God 
·  in need of God because they are anxious, ill, afraid 
·  angry with God  

We pray for a new spirit of confidence in the churches this Easter. 

 
 

Contact information 
����
The Partnership office is open on Monday through Friday 1:30pm-
3:30pm. The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is: 
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The address for correspondence is: 
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre, 
SWINDON, SN5 5PY. 
 
For items for the next edition of Partnership news please 
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no later th an 23rd 
April.  
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Easter  
 

Is Easter just a time for a holiday after the long winter months 
when we begin to see new life emerging as flowers begin to 
bloom and the weather brings warmer days. 
 
For Christians of course Easter should be the climax of the church 
year. Easter is when we celebrate God’s overcoming even death 
itself, and Jesus showed that he was so much more than just a 
prophet or teacher.  
 
But the vents that occur during Holy Week and Easter are 
profoundly challenging. Here is Jesus accepting death on a cross 
for those who are sinful, yet here was God showing how much he 
cared for humanity, that he was not only prepared to send Jesus 
to the earth, he was also willing to let him die to show the depth of 
his love for us. 
 
We have the example of the disciples who deserted Jesus in his 
hour of need, running away in fear when the soldiers came to 
arrest Jesus in the dead of night. Peter, the rock on whom I will 
build my church, too scared to admit that he even knew Jesus, let 
alone that he was a disciple of Jesus. Jesus dying in agony on the 
cross, yet still having time to ask John to take care of his mother. 
 
We have the amazement of his followers when he presents 
himself to them after Easter. Amazement, yet there is still fear and 
uncertainty. They hide away in fear for what might happen to 
them. Yet only a few weeks later these same disciples are openly 
proclaiming Jesus resurrection in public places. 
 
They are in many ways all too like us. 
 
We find it hard to believe that through Jesus death on a cross our 
sins can be wiped away.  
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3rd April: Kentwood Show Choir   
St Mark’s Church, Church Place 7.30pm.   
Tickets £5 (concessions £3).   
Contact Mrs C Green for information. 
 
 
 
4th – 31st May FLAME FM  
Community radio with a Christian Flavour,  
broadcasting on 87.7fm, 24 hours a day for 28 days.   
Interested in getting involved contact Barbara  
Alternatively just tune in and enjoy! 

 
10th May: Is your church giving life?   
Asks Christian Aid, who wants you to join 22,000 churches in May 
to help keep hope alive in poor communities across the world.   
 
Christian Aid Week, May 10th-16th 2009, draws together over 
300,000 people to press for a more just society.   
For a free DVD-rom., posters, a fun Quiz  and further information 
please contact the local group secretary, Helen Thomas,  
 
 
Farmer:  “Isn’t it wonderful how the little chicks get out of their 
shells?” 
Visitor from city:  “Indeed.  But what gets me is how they get in 
there, in the first place.” 
 
 
Middle age:  that difficult period between juvenile delinquency and 
old age,  when you have to take care of yourself. 
 
 
Inflation:  instead of not having the money you haven’t got, you 
have twice as much, but it’s worth only half of what you haven’t 
got. 
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Sponsored Walk and Celebration  
 

in aid of Causeway Prospects* 

�
Date:  11 April (Easter Saturday) 
 
About the Walk: 
This walk commences at 8:30am from the Barge Inn Pub by the 
Kennet and Avon Canal. It is an 18 mile undulating walk, mainly 
cross country, and taking in sections of the Ridgeway. We will 
rendezvous with supporters along the way at Barbury Castle 
(1:30pm) and at the Coate Water Country Park, Swindon (4pm,by 
the café near the main entrance) and walk together the final 1.5 
miles to Lawn Community Centre for refreshments and a well 
earned rest! 
 
This walk is part of a much longer ‘1000 mile’ walk being 
undertaken in stages during 2009 by Tony Phelps-Jones, a 
director of Causeway Prospects. 
 
There will be a short celebration at Lawn Community Centre at 
6pm, with members of the Thursday Fellowship. Tony Phelps-
Jones will be sharing his vision for Causeway Prospects’ support 
for adults with learning disabilities. All welcome! 
  
Contact Details 

·  about the sponsored walk and how to take part, and about 
the evening celebration, contact John Roe  

·  to find out more about Tony Phelps-Jones’ ‘1000 mile 
walk’, see www.prospects.org.uk/walkwithme  

·  to sponsor Tony on-line, see 
www.justgiving.com/prospectswalk  

 
*Causeway Prospects  is a Christian charity providing practical 
and spiritual support for adults with a learning disability.  
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We like to hide away in our churches, too fearful to openly declare 
our discipleship of Jesus lest we are ridiculed for believing such 
irrational tales. 
We are confused and afraid, fearful of what might happen were 
we to actually go public with our faith, and perhaps too fearful of 
where our faith might lead us, were we to follow Jesus as true 
disciples. 
 
Easter is a celebration of the truth that God is all powerful, yet we 
are still fearful to actually put our personal trust in God. God who 
could raise Jesus from death is surely capable of raising the 
church from its stupor. 
 
Of course there is one requirement. We need to be willing to be 
God’s ambassadors in this Godless land. But one thing we should 
remember, more people in Britain attend church than go to 
football matches. We just do not make as much noise! 
 
Easter should be a time when we become bold and accept the 
gospel as Good News. There is certainly need for some good 
news in these challenging times. 
 
God lives; he speaks; we hear; we act. 
 
Christianity is all about active discipleship. Taking the good news 
to where it needs to be heard. 

Dick 
 

The ECC AGM 
 
28 of us met at Toothill. 
We heard from the Archdeacon of Malmesbury & the area Dean 
for Swindon about the process to look at the vacancy following 
Stephen Skinner’s departure. They will look to see if we need a 
minister, and if so what will be the primary tasks. If they decide to 
appoint one then we shall follow the Diocesan process with 
Ecumenical input. We shall also need to create a staffing 
consultancy group. 
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We now have 5 church wardens, almost a full complement. Lesley 
Franklin was appointed Partnership Secretary. 
On the financial front we did make a small loss in the ECC but 
overall the Partnership made a small profit. The 2009 budget is 
challenging and if we are lucky and churches can make their full 
contribution, then we shall make a small loss. 
It is probable that we shall need to register with the Charity 
Commission in 2009 but the process is far from resolved as yet. 
Our 3 primary goals for 2009-10 will be: 

·  Equip and encourage the Christians within the partnership 
with the skills needed to share the gospel 

·  Continue with the Emerge project 
·  Develop an ability to read the bible and understand what it 

is saying to us in the present time 
We heard good news from all the churches and we detected that 
there are some signs of growth within our churches.  

Dick 
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The Cathedral Chapter is pleased to warmly invite you to hear  
Dr Matthew Grimley 

Fellow and Tutor in Modern British History, Merton College, 
Oxford 

 
“Not doing God” – the New Secularism and the Public  Realm. 

 
“We don't do God!" was the way Alistair Campbell fa mously 
headed off an American journalist's question about Tony 
Blair's faith, but the wider question of the relati onship 
between revealed religion and values in public life  will not go 
away, and western writers have tried a variety of a pproaches 
to this intensely practical issue.  
The lecture will explore some key features of the d ebate 
since the Second World War 
 
The Cathedral Chapter House, 6.30pm Thursday 30th April 2009 

 
Choral Evensong is at 5.15pm after which there will be a drinks 

reception prior to the Lecture 
 
 
RSVP  by 27th April 
The Cathedral Secretary 
Bristol Cathedral, College Green, Bristol BS1 5TJ 
Email:  ann.louisehelleman@bristol-cathedral.co.uk   Telephone: 
0117 946 8173 
�
�
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Fancy a new cycling 
challenge in 2010?! 

The Toybox Charity are 
hosting a new fundraising 
event from 14th – 16th 
August 2010:   A three day 
cycling challenge from 
Whitehaven to 
Newcastle , through some 
of the country’s most 

beautiful countryside and along part of 
Hadrian’s Wall, all to raise money for the 
street children in Latin America. 

Check out the website at 
http://www.toybox.org.uk/toybox_cycle_chall

enge.html to register you interest.  

Places are first-come-first-served - so get 
on your bike!  

We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

“ Yes,” boasted the woman to the visiting American priest, “my 
family can trace its ancestry back to William the Conqueror.”   
“I suppose,” said the American, “You’ll be telling me next that your 
ancestors were in the Ark with Noah.” 
“Certainly not!  My people had a boat of their own.” 
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“Emerge” Community Festival at Shaw 
 

On the afternoon and evening of May 16th our young people are 
to hold, with the full involvement of adults, a major community 
festival. Contact Claire Camm for more information. 
 
Please sign up to help, and see information in all the churches 
 
 
  

Dates for your diary 
 
 
 

Lunch Bunch 
Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from 

12 noon 
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY 

April NO MEETING 
May 12th 
June 9th 

�
�
�
�

Organ Recital by Alan Osborn 
The renowned blind organist 

All Saints Lydiard Millicent 18th of April 2009 @ 7  pm 
Enjoy a fun evening of popular and classical music 

Wine and refreshments will be served 
Collection in aid of the Maggie’s Cottage fund 

An event not to be missed  
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Doom can make you ill 
 
Be careful how much TV and radio news you listen to - now the 
economic crisis is having an effect on our health.  Watching 
constant gloom and doom on the television can increase a 
person’s stress to the point of causing mental and physical health 
problems.   These can include stroke and suicide, according to a 
leading psychologist.     
 
Dr Aric Sigman of the British Psychological Society says: “Many of 
us are experiencing a state of ‘learned helplessness’, as the result 
of too much insurmountable news of changes affecting our job 
security.”   ‘Learned helplessness’ is when people behave as if 
they are helpless even when they have the power to change their 
circumstances. 
 

Knowing and loving the Bible  
 
Here’s a provocative question: do Christians really need to read 
the Bible? Yes, we can choose to follow Jesus without personally 
owning a copy or reading it regularly; that was the experience of 
most believers until the invention of printing made books widely 
available. It’s still the case for Christians around the world who 
cannot afford a Bible - or who simply cannot read.  
 
Getting to know the Bible is part of growing into mature faith, 
though. The Bible gives us the ‘big picture’ for what we believe: 
from the story of creation right through to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, and the promise of his return.  
 
More than that, the Bible not only tells us about God, but through 
the working of the Holy Spirit, it can become God’s word for us 
here and now. This means that as we read it, we have to work out 
prayerfully how to apply its teaching and values in our lives today. 
 
A starting point is acquiring a translation that we find readable - 
and if we have been reading the same translation for a while, 
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Other Local Events 
 

 
 

is holding a seminar on  

 
 

on  
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from 

 
 

(Registration & Coffee at 9.45 a.m.) 
 

at  

 
 

Open to anyone concerned with our community 
 

To register: please contact:  

 
ISR, The Pilgrim Centre, Regent Circus, Swindon SN1 1PX 

Tel: 01793 491454 / isrswindon@btconnect.com 
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switching to a different one can bring new insights into familiar 
verses. Most Christian bookshops stock a range of Bible 
translations, and also various Bible reference books, such as 
atlases and handbooks. Study Bibles, where the background 
information and comment are included on the same page as the 
passage, are a particularly helpful resource. Daily reading notes 
and commentaries also offer different levels of help in 
understanding the Bible.  
 
These days, there is a wide choice of books and related 
resources to help young people engage with the Bible. One recent 
publication from BRF, Girls for God, is written especially for girls 
aged fifteen and upwards – and written by somebody who is a 
teenager herself! Studying the Bible in a group can also be very 
helpful for people of all ages, as it gives those taking part the 
chance to learn from the insights and questions of others.  
 
No, we don’t have to read the Bible every day to be Christians – 
but if we don’t, we are missing out on so much, not least the 
chance to hear God speaking to us through words written 
generations before, telling us that he loves us and that he 
watches over our path. 
 
Naomi Starkey is BRF's Commissioning Editor for the adult list, 
and editor of and contributor to New Daylight Bible reading notes 
and Quiet Spaces prayer and spirituality journal.  
 

 
Bank Holiday break 
 
It’s nice to see people with plenty of get-up-and-go, especially if 
some of them are visiting you. 
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Church Services in the Partnership  

 
All Saints, Lydiard Millicent ����

Date Time Form 
5th April 8:00am Communion 
 10:30am Morning Service 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
9th April 7:30pm Maunday Thursday at St 

Mary’s 
10th April 8:00am Family Service 
 10:30am All age service 
 3:00pm The hour at the cross 
12th April 8:00am Communion 

 10:30am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
19th April 8:00am Communion  
 10:30am All age worship 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
26th April 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 
 10:30am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
 

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 
Date Time Form 
5th April 10:00am Morning service  
 6:30pm Communion 
9th April 7:30pm Maunday Thursday at St 

Mary’s 
10th April 10:30am All age worship 
12th April 10:00am Communion 
 6:30pm Songs of Praise 
19th April 10:00am  Family service 

 6:30pm Songs of Praise 
26th April 10:00am Communion 
 6:30pm Communion 
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Church Services in the Partnership 
 

Holy Trinity Shaw 
Date Time Form 
5th April 10:30am Family Service 
10th April 10:30am Joint @ Toothill 
12th April 10:30am Family Communion Service 
19th April 10:30am Communion 
26th April 10:30am Morning service 

 
 

Toothill 
Date Time Form 
5th April 10:30am Family service 
10th April 10:30am Joint @ Toothill  
12th April 10:30am Family service 
19th April 10:30am Communion service 
26th April 10:30am Morning service 

 
 
 

Westlea 
Date Time Form 
5th April 10:00am Communion  
10th April 10:00am Morning Service  
12th April 10:00am Family service 
19th April 10:00am Morning Service 
26th April 10:30am Swap service 

 
Sidesman to newcomer at church door:  “Good morning. How far 
down do you wish to sit?” 
Baffled newcomer:  “Well, all the way, of course.” 
 
 
 

Give God what's right - not what's left. 


